Information on Oklahoma’s Pardon and Parole Process

1)
The Pardon and Parole Board is a constitutionally created Board charged with making pardon, parole and clemency recommendations to the Governor for adult felons. 

2)
The Board is made up of five members who serve a term co-terminus with the Governor. Three members are appointed by the Governor, one by the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court and one by the Presiding Judge of the Court of Criminal Appeals.

3)
To be notified of all Pardon and Parole Board proceedings, citizens must sign up with the Pardon and Parole Board notification program.  They will notify parties IF they have current, correct address and phone number information. Please review the notification form at the end of this document.  

4)
The Board meetings are held at the Hillside Community Corrections Center. This is where the Board Members are located. The offenders are seen by video conferencing. The seven remote video sites are:  Dick Conner Correctional Center, James Crabtree Correctional Center, Joseph Harp Correctional Center, Mack Alford Correctional Center, Mabel Bassett Correctional Center, Oklahoma State Penitentiary and Oklahoma State Reformatory. 

5)
The Board meets once per month. The meeting usually lasts for three days. Victims/Survivors and District Attorneys protest on the first day of the meetings, Tuesday at 11:00 AM.  

6)
 Victims/survivors upon arrival will be asked to sign in. There will be a liaison there to help explain the process.  Only two people will be able to come forward when the defendants name is called.  Only one of the two will be allowed to speak.  There will be a five minute time limit. For District Attorneys, there is no time limit.   

7)
Parole is the conditional release from prison during which certain rules and conditions must be followed or the offender can be returned to prison to serve the remaining portion of the sentence. Parole is not the same thing as discharging a prison sentence where an offender leaves the prison with no supervision. 

8)
Although there is no formal application that must be completed for parole consideration, the Parole Board has the authority to consider offenders outside of the regular docketing process; however this is rare. Under current law an offender is eligible for parole after one-third of sentence has been served if the offense was for a non-violent crime. Offenders who have committed certain violent offenses must serve 85% of their sentence prior to becoming eligible for parole consideration. Those offenses are such things as Murder I, Robbery I, Rape I, Burglary I, Arson I, Child Abuse, Child Beating and Child Pornography. See Title 21 O. S. §13.1 All other violent offenses are eligible for parole consideration at one-third of the sentence. 

9)
When someone is released on parole they serve the remaining portion of their sentence in the community under the supervision of a DOC Probation and Parole Officer. This sentence is served as calendar time or day for day. If someone discharges their sentence, that means they have completed the time owed on their sentence and are released to the community with no supervision. While someone is incarcerated they receive earned credits, which reduce the length of the sentence they have to serve. 

For example someone who receives a ten-year sentence may only serve six years before they discharge their sentence and are released. In contrast to this someone who is paroled and has two years remaining on his or her sentence will be on parole for two years.

10)
Offenders who have committed a violent offense must be statute have a two stage hearing. At the first stage the Board receives a report on each offender and they make a decision whether to pass the case to stage-two or vote no. If the offender is passed to stage-two at the next months hearing, the District Attorney, victim or victim’s representative and the offender’s supports can appear and speak to the Board. Offenders who have committed non-violent offenses have only a single stage hearing.

11) 
The results of the Board Meeting can be obtained by calling the Parole Board office at 405-602-5863 on the Monday after the meeting after 2:00 p.m. 

State of Oklahoma

Victim Notification Request

(PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE ALL INFORMATION)

PLEASE SEE ATTACHED SHEET FOR INFORMATION REGARDING VINE NOTIFICATION

YOUR NAME: ________________________________________________________________________

YOUR ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________________________

CITY/STATE/ZIP: _____________________________________________________________________

YOUR E-MAIL ADDRESS:___________________________________________________________

TELEPHONE: HOME (           ) ______________________ OTHER (          ) ______________________

VICTIM(S) NAME: _____________________________________________________________________

YOUR RELATIONSHIP TO THE VICTIM: ________________________________________________

IF VICTIM IS DECEASED, VICTIM’S DATE OF BIRTH: ____________________________________

YOUR RELATIONSHIP TO THE OFFENDER: __________________________________________

OFFENDER Information

After the defendant has been sentenced to a term of incarceration, please provide as much offender information as possible. Whatever information you can provide will help us ensure we have you registered on the correct inmate.  If you wish to register for notification on more than one inmate, please complete a separate form for each one. 

NAME OF OFFENDER: ___________________________________________________________________________

D.O.C. #: ____________________________________
COUNTY: ____________________________________

BIRTH DATE: ________________________________
SENTENCE: __________________________________

SOC. SEC. #: _________________________________
CASE #         __________________________________​​​

CRIME: _____________________________________


If you are the victim, survivor or representative for the victim, this is your opportunity to provide your version of the crime. If you are not the victim/survivor, please explain why you wish to be notified. (Attach pages, if necessary.)

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

UPON COMPLETION, RETURN FULL PAGE TO:

VICTIM INFORMATION UNIT








Pardon & Parole Board



120 N. Robinson, Suite 900 W



Oklahoma City, OK   73102-7436

PLEASE READ AND  RETAIN  THE ATTACHED  INFORMATION  SHEET  FOR  YOUR  RECORDS
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PLEASE RETAIN THIS INFORMATION SHEET FOR YOUR RECORD

If the person who has committed a crime against you has been ordered to serve an extended amount of time in the state prison system, then you should know about Victim Notification. Very simply, Victim Notification is the act of asking for and receiving information on incarcerated offenders.  Some victims and survivors do not want to receive information, and that is their right. If you do, however, there are certain steps you must take.  Just telling the court or others that you desire information is not adequate. We are not provided with your name, that you desire to be notified, or how to contact you unless you tell us.  

If you choose to be notified of certain status changes during an offender’s involvement in the criminal justice system, please see below.

1. OK VINE is Oklahoma’s criminal tracking and victim notification system.  OK VINE is a free, 24-hour, confidential, computer-assisted service that provides Victim Information and Notification Everyday.  OK VINE will automatically notify interested parties about changes in an offender’s custody status.  To register, call   1-877-654-8463 or go to www.vinelink.com.  For more information regarding OK VINE, contact Jennifer Taylor at 405-522-2294 or jennifer.taylor@oag.ok.gov.  

IMPORTANT NOTICE - If an inmate is transferred from DOC into any Department of Mental Health facility, VINE is no longer activated until that offender goes back into DOC custody.
OK VINE does not provide notification of parole.  For information on paroles, please contact (405) 602-5863 or go to www.ppb.state.ok.us
2.   Notification of parole consideration by the State of Oklahoma Pardon & Parole Board – Request must be in writing using the attached form.  You will be notified prior to any parole hearing and upon the offender’s release to parole.

3.  To receive notification regarding an offender’s appeal (in capital cases only), use the attached form.  You will be notified when significant events occur (briefs filed, oral argument dates, opinions issued, execution dates, etc.)  Questions regarding the appellate process, please call Allyson Carson at 405-522-4397 or allyson.carson@oag.ok.gov. 

Once this form is received at the address provided, it will then be distributed by the Victim Information Unit of the Pardon and Parole Board, to the Attorney General’s Office (in capital cases only) and the Victim Witness Coordinator in the county where the defendant was sentenced.  Each agency listed is a separate state agency which performs different and distinct services to crime victims and survivors. All notifications are governed by state law and individual agency policy and procedure. Please feel free to contact each agency for specific questions on specific cases.

If at any time you wish to withdraw from the Notification process, you must contact the Pardon & Parole Board in writing to remove your name from the parole notification system and you must call OK VINE at 1-877-654-8463 to remove your name from their notification system.

It is your responsibility to notify the Pardon and Parole Board, in writing, of any change in address. You must keep your address, e-mail address and telephone numbers current in order to receive information. Send changes to:






Victim Information Unit

Pardon & Parole Board










120 N. Robinson, Suite 900W






Oklahoma City, OK  73102-7436

For more Information, visit the Pardon & Parole Board web page at   www.ppb.state.ok.us
